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CONCLUSTORS

1, Strateric bombing was secondary to defeats on the fipghting frouts
in depresging oivilien morale in World War. 11,

2o There is virtuelly no evidence indisating that stratoegic or
atomic bombing incited lasting hatred toward the attacker among. the Germans
ard Japanese, or caussd them to rally to the support of \':heir‘ respective
Foverments |

3. The Soviet population, while well eware of the atomie bomb,
probably hag & gonfused idea of its daatrmtivanesao There is litt.le
evidenve of spesial civil defense preparations against astomic avtack and
the Soviet public mey have acceptod officinl propagands einimizing the
importance of thes atom bomb as a military weapon, Some Soviaet citizens
possibly feel that the atom bomb ray become a prohibited weapen like poison
zeao It would thus appear that though the Kromlin sugpests the US would
use ths atom bomb, the Soviet publio is little prepared psychologically
for atomio attack.

4, It is unlikoly that etomic etteoks would in themselves ewke in-
croased support for the Kremlin, The Soviet pepulation would probably
reast po more stronply to Amerisan atomic atteck than to othor militery
operationaz.

50 HMogcow would undoubtedly attempt to capltalize on the Soviet
populetion’s desp-sested dread of war by labeling the US as the agpressor
at the outbreak of hostilities. The people, however, would react to this
charge with -s!mptiéism and swait further dm}elopmant's for conf‘im&tieﬁ or
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refutetiono Only if %he population eventually concluded that the lremlin
was right would there possibly be any appreciable imcrense 1u'auppart for
the repgime., US miliiary operations, insluding atomic attacks, that ceme
oﬁly after an overt Soviet militéry action would srobably not cerve as
confirmation of Hoscow’s position. |

60_1The public would initlially be skeptieal of all official acoounts
of mllitary operations. The Kbemlin. ag Guring the last wr, would
probably fail vo stem the flow of mmmea) and unfavorable military information,
including reports of destruction wroupght by stomie atteocks, would spread
fapidlyo _ |

7o Amerisen warnings of fortheoming atomic attroks would probably
be heeded and would tend to lessen unfavorable reaction %o the bbmbiﬁga;
On the basis of World Wer II experience, disruptive offectz in cousequenso
of warnings would depsnd upon the actions pvedicted‘in the warnipge being

carried out ms‘élnsely ag posaible,
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I. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE PRINCIPLES REIATIVE TO ATOMIC ATTACK ON USSE

TO BE DERIVED FROM STRATEGIC BOMBING DURING WORLD WAR 11

Although strategic bombing was second 4o military defeats at the
fighting fronts in depressing civilien morale and induoing defeatism in
Germany during World War II, it wes the primipﬂ' means of affecting direstly
the entire non-military population. ¥The same was true in Japan except that
there oivilian morale was nleeady low bofors systematic attacks on the home
is}lhands wers bogua in Juné 1844, It weas, howsver, deprossed evem further
as the bombing raida increased. In both areas alr attacks demonstrated
impressively to the civilians the supsrior strength of the Allies and the
eorrosponding weakness of their own military forces. Furthermore, they
provided civiliane with concrete ovidence effectively refuting officisl
propsganda which promised sutcesses or eventual victory and thereby served

to disorsdit the ruling circles in the oyes of the masases,

1, Effect of Allied Bambing on Gorman and Japancse Civilian Morale,

Air reids weré éspaoially effective in bringing the war within the persoml
oxperience of the German end Japenose civilian. While only the inhebitants
of 86 Japanese‘oit‘ies and about one=third of the Germana were subjected to
direct bombing, wvirtually every Oerman and Japanese civilian suffered the
indireot effects of food and supply shortageas end disrup%ion of trengportaticn
and 60mmunication or witnessed Allied airplaneos flying overhead unchallenged
and threatening individual safety.

The impcrté,me of air bombing in depreseing German civilian morale
was imdicated _by the fact that one of overy thres Germans questioned by the

United States Strategic Bombing Survey indicated his morale was more affector
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by bombing 'ﬁhmﬂ by any other single factor, The prindipal paychological
offoots wore defeatiam, hopelessuess, fatalism, apathy, and fear. These
gxpreesed thomselves <in a loss of hope for viectory, distrust of leadership,
decreased work efficiency, and wilimp:n@sa to surrender,

Homale of CGorman civilisns did not deteriorate im direst retic %o Sthe
mounting severity of air attaocks, Its fall was most precipitous under light
and medium bombing but tended to level off thereafter. Amiety, loss of
confidence in leadership, war weariness, and willingneas_ to surrender ware
" avidsntly a8 great among those enduring medium attacks as among the heavily
bombed, although absentesism from work was, by forae of circumstances,
greater in heavily atté,ckaq areas. Fhile it was impossible te develop &
eowelatiion between the severity of air attacks end subversive activities,
it was nevertheless noted in Germeny thet willingness to listem %o Allied
radio propaganda was a8 great under light &8 undor medium and heavy attacks.
It is likely thet heavy attacks hindered the activities of dissidents and
svbversives as wéll a8 those of the regime’s repressive agencies. The
G@ﬁan experience thus tended to indicate that maximum damaging effect on
civilian morale would have been obtainsd by lirhtor raids over a wider area
than by comontrated bombing of lim'tad torgets, |

In Japan tho continuel defeats on the military fronts after tho
initiel fluery of victories had depresased morale, ever before sygtematic
bombing of the metropolitan eress began in Jume 1944, Therefore soir ettaclks
did not result in a ahérp decline of oivilian-momle», bubt rather apgravatod
an already difficult situation, Novertheless, differenses, thouph often

smll, were evident in the reactions and feolings betwson bombed and wmbombed
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people. The bombed tendsed to feel their sacrifice for the war was dis-
proportionatp and w'ere more oritical of the leadership. They weré usually
more oertaln of eventual defeat and more likely to be unwilling to continue
fighting. War wearinesz was greater among the bombed who tended to abaent
themgelves from their jobs more often and work less effiolently. The de-
pressing influsmoe of bombing on civilisn morale in Japan tended to be
gmtor in the more heavily bombed than unbombed or lightly' bombed areas, but
to what extent this sould be asoribed to air attacks rether than to other
feotors is unknown. Thus 1t would probably be imacourate to claim that the
Japanese experiemce contradicted that of Germany where it is believed that
ﬂdeﬂpre{ad bombing would have had more adverse effect on oivilian moralse

than comcentrated bombing of limited arees.

20 Proa&ndn Measures Unsucsessful in Gouztbore.ctlng P;zgholorical

Impact of Bomb:lnggo Propaganda efforts of the German and Japanesé govern-

- merts to counteract the effeot of Allied bombings were largely insffeotive,
At first tho German propaganda ministry limited news rapbrbu,, withheld names
of cities bombed, mentionéd no deastruction gxcop‘t of churches, hoapitale,

and cultural institutions, and listed only Allied losses, The Jaﬁneae

tried the same technique, but h.nth govermments found that it only increased
pepuler antegoniam, and people in bombed cities felt that their leaders
lacked regard for their plight. German policy was soon reversed end more
attention devoted to the suffering and destruction chused by raids. The
tendenoy, however, to embellish accounts, discount the damage done, play up
herolc defensive acts, and exaggerate losses of the enemy eventually re-

sulted in popular distruct of official reports and increased anta.gon:lam
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toward the home governmsnt. EBvidently the effsotiveness of German propapsnde
deoreased in proportion to the inoreass in persomel experiences which con-
tradicted 'ofﬂuial claimn.

For a time in 1544 Gorman propagands about the rstaliatory effective-
ness of the V-weapons evoked a favorable response from the people. Hwmever,
as the weapons falled to reducs the scale of Allied attaocks a new
scepticism developed toward offioial reports on military and air operations,

The unshallenged flight of American sirplanes over Japan appsars to
have been a orowning blow to aivilian morale., Indootrinated with the slogan
that Japan had besen victorious in every war for cver two thousand years,
the constant defeats in "deoisive” bettles prior to systematic air attacks
on the home islands had resulted in low morale, Finally when over 8.5
million people left heavily bombed ocities to live elsewhere and disseminated
sya~witness accounts of the destruction, this led to slmost nationwids

oirculation of rumors contradioting officiel claims,

3. Effeot on Control and Nazi Party Groups, Air bombings evidemtly

had no appreciable ofi’act on the Nagzi mechinery of control which remained
offective until the oclose of thﬁ waro While the eofficlency of both the
Gestapo and of the average Gormen civilian was seriously affected hy the
pressure of air raids, this was also true about opposition workers. They,
like everyone else, were hampersd by the disruption of commumications and.
transportationg‘

With the sxception of inatilling fear and terror, air raids hed no

appreoiable eff'ect on the morele of Nagi Party members or persons who
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identified their oause with that of the regime. BDelief in Naszism evidently
had more inf'liema than anything elae on the morals of these elemsnts and
ardent Nasis a@bjouted to heavy bombing on the whole mintained better
morale than noncHazis who were unbombed, It 48 possible that one of the
rtctoﬁ bolstering the morale of those S.dontiﬂed with the regime was the

fear of defeat with its attandanh consaquences,

4, DBombing Did Rot Increase Hatred of Allies, Neither in Germeny nor
in Japan did bonb!.x;g arouse lﬁy sustained hatred of ths ensmy and theresby
stiffen moralo. At times it did arouce some anger and hatred which resulted
ina temporary imorease in determinmation to wage war. These aggressive
smotions, howsver, had no ready outlet against the enemy and were soon
directed egainst the regime for beginning alr warfare and being umable to
provide adequate defense agti:nst it, Moreover, under 6ontinmi bombing,
hatred for th§ enemy wes rapidly replaced by combern over personal safety
or by dejeation a_nd spathy,

In Japan hequy half of the people held the regime responsible for the
bombings since it had started the war sand wes unable to provids sufficiernt
protection. However, e large segment of the population regarded responsibilit;:-
for the bombingi with fatuiiam and eaid that neither side was &t fault since

air attecks were an inevitable conaequence of modern warfare,

6. Atomie Bombing of Hiroshima and Magesaki, The atomic bombing of

Hiroshima end Nagasaki had e decided offect on the morale of the local
residents, although the resultant declin® of morale was not as grest ez in

heavily bombed centers because both cities had been relatively untoushed by
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air warfare previously. The atom bomb evidently had more effeot on
Japanese leaders than on rank and file civilianaand spurred on peace
efforts which had already besn begun in May 19454

The principal resction to the bombing in the two oities was one of fear,
second, admiration for the akil(l to produce the weapon, and third, anger
against the bomb and "ths US for using it, These emotional reaotions, howover,
must be differentiated from the morale sffects which evidently were 1like
those prodused by heavy concentrations of conventional bombs., Morale of
‘div:l.liana in the two oitiss did not drop below that of the population
elsewhere. The general air attaok and military losses had mora effect on
tho rest of the Japansae people in indusing loss of hope for victory and an
ureillingness to continue thewar, ‘buwt in Hiroshim and Nagasaki the atomic
“bomdb wag the primipall depressgant,

Quite maturally, the effect of atomic bombs was greateét in the
loeélities‘ﬁhnm used, While fear end terror wore the principal reactions
induced in t};e rest of the population %oo, they were half as intense as
emong those exposed to the bombss Moreover, the feelings of hatred and
anger wore alsc less intense in the rest of the populations The power of
the bombs to induce defeatism and uimillingnass to continus the war wea
proatest within a radius of 60 miles of elther oity, 1% grew lesa intense &t
greatsr distances from ﬁhe target oities, -

In aaasnsﬁng the depressing offeots of the atomie bomb on Japanease
morale, it must bs borne in mind that previous demoralizing axpe?ﬁ.emas,,
absence of publicity, and msultant lack of knowledpe of atomic energy as
& military weapon tended to minimize the resulta of the bombings, Furthere
mere, the rapidity with'which the war ended after the atomic attacks prevented
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the extension of its effesctas on the morale of the entire Japanese populaticn.
It is also likely that the sudden end of hostilitios terminated the de-
pressing efflects of the bombings on the morele of residents of Hiroshima

and Nagasaki themselves,

6. Soviet Reeotion to Gorman Bombing, Little informetion ias awail-

able on the raaotioﬁ of the Soviet population to German air mids, but there
is evidense that the Kremlin was extremely sensitive about the possidle
effect on morale, especially in Moscow, Maasures were taken immediately to
clean up damaged areas, Fartially damapéd bulldings were reported to have
been repaired promptly and in one oase a shell was built over & wellcknown
building mslﬂng the feot that it had been made unusable by air attack.

The German fsnotioa of glving advanced warnings of air attacks
apparently had coms success in disrupting aotivities in target oities and
in causing disillusionment over the ability of the Soviet air foroce to
resist, A similar reacticn was reported to have been brought about 11;1
Noscow by the regularity with which the Germans attacked the oity every
ovéning at the same hour, Warnings were most effective when previous ones
had been made and wsre followed by bombing sttacks,

Reaction of the Soviet population to lLuftwaffe attacks reportedly
varied iooording to the intensity and durstion of the bombings and the
targets involved. 4s a rule when militery objeot ives wors bombed, people
accepted the air attacks as an irtegral part of war, When, however, the
Eremlin oounterbombed Gernmen-cccupied Soviet territory the people evidently

rescted with more hostility.
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II, PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE OF ARD ATTITUDE TONARD CONVERTIONAL ARD ATOMIC
BOMBING IN THE SOVIET UNIOW

Hhilé the Kremlin has repeatedly drawn attention to the existence of
the stomic bomb it has released little information to the Soviet public on
the offests of stomlc attaocks and has consiestently plnﬁd down the militery
i.npﬁr_tmoo of the bomb even sinoe the announcement of its possession by the
USSR, Soviet propaganda has implied that the US would use the atomic bomb
against the USSR if war broke out, but few apecial civil defense measures -
against possible atomloc attacks have been underteken. While the average
citizen’s knowlédge of atomic bombing is probably not extensive, his
soquaintanse with conventiomal strategic bombing is greater and is based on
firat-hand experiencs with Gsrman bombing, sccounts of Soviet bombing of
Germany, and ourrent Soviet propaganda regarding us air sttacks in North

Korea.

i, I;ittla Notion of Effect of Atomic Bombingss The Soviet oitizen

ocan readlly .otﬂ:ain information on the principles of atomic theory and
probably understands the importance of urenium in the mnufacture of atonmis
bombs, but he probably has little notion of the actwel sffeot of atomic
explou‘icnlo He has no access to comprehensive reportsz on the resuits of

the Hiroshima and MNagasaki bombings and m'bsoéuenl: experimental explosions
of atbnﬁe ‘bomba'a‘ He can only surmise the effestiveness of the bomd from
gensral rumors sbout its potentialities, virulemt Soviet demands at the UN
and elsewhere for prohibiting atomlis warfare, and Soviet propapanda regarding

the "viciousness” of the capitalista for concentrating on the destructive
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rather than construstive uses of atomic ensrgyo

The Soviet press and radio devoted 1ittle attention to the bdmbing
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the subsequent tests of the bomb, No-
lengthy discussion on the use and effects of the atomic bomdb ever appeared
in leading Soviet newspapers, Only a few statemsrits ﬁbourb the power of an
atomio bomb were released to the public, The brief TASS releass on
Avugust 7, 1946 on the bombing of Hiroshima quoted the official US
communique that the explosion sxceedsd the "destructive forese of 20,000
tons of dymamite.” Later that year, at the anniversary of the November
Mlution .ll;alotov referred to the "encrmous destructive power" of the bmﬁb,,
but subssquent dlascugsions of the bomdb minimized its effsctiveness both
as a tactiocal weapon and as & factor in ending the war with Japan. TASS
comment on the Bikini atomic tests in July 1946 deprecated the importance
of the bombo A feature artisle in Fravda ocharged that ﬁw testns were non-
soientific and oritioized the results as well as the expenditures made
on the tests, .Stal:l.n himself gave his stamp of approval to the tendency to
mninize the importance of the bomb when he seid in Ssptember 1948 that
"atomic bombs are intended for intimidating weak nerves, but they cennot
deside the outoome of war, since atomlc bombs ars by no means sufficient for
thies purpose."

Mosaow continued to underplay the lignifio_anco of the bomb both
immedistely bsfore and after President Truman’s 1549 annourncement that the
USSR had suscessfully produced an atomio axi»losiono Sovist ensyslopadias
published in 1948 and 1950 statsd that the bomba droppsd on Hiroshime end
Nagasaki did not affect the ooufae of military operations. They claimed
that most of the damepge in the bombed cities was due to uncontrolled fires

started by the bomb, Other Soviet sources asserted that the American atomic
Approved For Release 2002/0851)%3 RE %IA-RDP79SO1011A000500040004-7
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bomb was to be feared no more than other types of highly destructive bomba
and that the “Anglo-imerican thaory of atomie warfare” was as wseless as
the Nasi Blitskrieg theory, - In a nunbu‘- of inatences there hes even been an
sffort to ridicule the effsctiveness of the bomb and of Western reliance on
it,

The Kroemlin has released little information to the Sowiet public on the
affect of radioactivity and it is likely, therefore, that the poople would
remain oalmer than most Americens under initial bomb attaoks, Soviet

solentists, howsver, apparently have soms understanding of the esffscts of

stomic aexplosions. 25X1C

inthe USSR iz the Russian translation of the Smythe report, Meny of them,
consequently, are well informed on the potgntialities of the ﬂ:;sb bombég
Subsegquent teste of atomic bombs, however, were not given mwh' publicity
oven among soclentists, and the consensus amony them as weil as the genoral
public seems to be that the Bikinl tests were a failure, Resently observed
atomie exhib;tt for young school children in Mosoow minimired the importencs
of the bombs,

In addition to minimizing the effectiveness of the atomic bomb,

Soviet leaders have also mcouraged the feeling that the USSR has adequate

counter-weaponso Lieutenant Genernl Blapgonravov, head of the USSR Artillery
Agedemy, seid in a radlo brosdcast that Russian artillery would be & msjor
feotor in an stomic war and that "artillery hae always found a msans of
countering enemy inventions,” A prominemt Soviet physicist in 1950 |
indfcated that new Soviet teohnical achievements, presumbly in physics,
would "apain surprise the world."
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were
The few gonoreba feota on an atomle explosion which/released in the

USSR appeared soon after the termination of World War II in publications

of limited oiroulation, The Sovist periodical Solence and Iife, referring

_to the Hiroshims and Nagaseki bombings stated in October 1945, "The havoo
wréught by this bomb was aolossal, The explosion of uranium is 20 million
times more violent than the explosiocn of a similar uinouut of the most power-
ful explosive known heretofore, The pillar of smoke and dust over the target
areas rose to an altitude of 12 kilometors." However, subsaquent state-
ments were studiedly cesual, One Soviet source alleged that "it would be
ccmpletely inoorrect to reckon that the dsutn_mtho force of an atom bomb
weighing one kilogram is the equivalent of 15,000 tons of YRT.” Another
sourde in 1947 acknowledged that over 25,000 lives were lost at Nagasaki

but asserted that the loss was mainly due to fire and the flimsy paper and
bamboo houses in the ocity. TASS in 1950 published figures, allegedly re-
leased by o Japnhese research institute, inferring that the only casualties
resulting from the etomlc bombings were 8,481 injured at Hiroshima and
7,967 at Negesaki.

26 'Sevviee Propegands on US Intentions to Use Atom Bombas. Soviet
propaganda on alleged US prsparations i"or an attack on the USSR suggesnts
that atrateglc air atisoks with the atom bomb would be made on Soviet
tozfritoryg The US has been charged with carrying on "stomic diplomacy” to
achieve world hegemony. Soviet literary works such as the spy story of
US attempts to obtain Soviet military secrets which was serislized in the

pictorial magazine Ogonek in late 1950 have obviously attempted to creste a
SECRET
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high degree of awaraness of the possibility of atomic, ohemical, or other
type of attack by 'ths Us. |

The reaction of many Soviet oitiszens to propaganda aup'génting alr
attacks of any sort iz probably more a reflection of their fear of war in

goneral than fear of any partioular weaponm.

5. Few Indications of Oivil Defense Preparations for Atomic Attaok.

Information on oivil defense preparations against atomis asr ralds is very

limited, but Osoaviakhinm, the old paramilitary society, spparently was oon-

ducting eome such training prior to its reorganization in May 1948, Im-

strwtion in the detection of radiosctivity was reportedly offered and

atonic air raids were simulated to drill the populatien in strateglo srens

for rapid mass movement to shélters or out of the affected areas: Dosarm

(Volumtary Scolety for Assisting the Army) my be continuing this tralning

~ since it took over anmti-aircraft snd oivil defense training from Osocaviakhinm.
Soviet oity planners evidently have made some provision f‘qr atomig

sttacks in the planning and reconstruction of oclties, Za Oboronu

- (Ogaoviakhim’s publication) in February 1948 stated that "the appearamse

of the atomio weapon" and other new weapons placed adéitional responsibilitie:

on local enti-airoraft defsnse (MPVO) and these would have to be taken into

acoount in planning and building oities,
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II1. PROBABLE IMPACT OF STRATEGIC AIR ATTACKS ON SOVIET MORALE

While Soviet defectors are not wiform in their opinions on the
offect atomis bombing would have on the attituds of their countrymen to-
ward the Eremlin and the attacker, the majority seem to feel that if
militery targets wers selected the resction of the musses to the attacker
would not be hostile, Many of the defectors who do not oppose wse of the
bomb note thet 1t would be desirable to issus warnings before the attacks
and to stress that the regime is the enenmy rather than the pecple, ‘

fhile morale can be expected to stend up against the threat of atomic
warfare or even isolated instances of actuml bombing, the psyshological
preparation of the psople is probably insufficiemt to withstand widespread
atomic bombing of Soviet industrial contargq The aotual experiemce of
heavy bombing is likely to result in shock, fear, and possibly panic in
the target aresz, Under repeated heavy bombing, judging from the sx-
perience of World War Ii, civilian morale would deteriorate, espeoially if
oivil defense measures and the Soviet air forece wore unable to ocops with or
limit the effectivencss of air attacks. The reaction in the long run
‘under these oondﬁ ions would probably be one of apathy and concern only with
personal surﬂ.valo Reactions my vary to some extent bstwesn the bombed
and unbombed; the Great Russians and tﬁg natiomal minoritiea, and the

various soolal strate of the population.

1, Bate Not Likely to be Aroused., It is unlikely that in the long

run air attaoks would unite the Soviet people around their regims and oreste

hatred of and determination to resist the US, Although there may be an
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initiel flarecup of anger toward the enemy and a temporary atiffgning of
the will to resist, as evidenced among i)onbod populations in the last vm-;,
these manifestations probably would be shortlived and fimlly would be
expernded on domestio leaders and fellow oitizenz, especially if counter-
magures ¥o air attacks were not swoessful, The 1ikelihood of such a
development is fwrther strengthened by the fact that eonsiderable apathy
Already exists among the populatien, and a wide gap separates the people from
their leaders, Moreover, it is unlikely that Soviet citizens would sustein
hatred toward the US for & prolonged period, The difficulty of building up
hatred for the US ia resognized by the Soviet leaders and 1s indicated by
the amount of postwar propaganda the Kremlin has disseminated a%t homs to
defile the US despite the virtual impossibility for Ameriocans to make any
rebuttal,

2, Reactions Acoopding to Groups. The initial reection to atrategioc

bombing in areas not actually bombed Probably would be milder than in
bombed ormes end in case of atom bomd attacks would poasibiy be tinged with
disbelief, Stronger fear reaction would Probably appear only when the un-
bombed saw or heard evidonc_e of the offeoct of atomlo bombings. A part of
the Soviet population would undoubtedly accept strategic Bombing as an in-
evitable consequence of war and its reaction would reflect a general dread
of war rather than of strategic bomding,

It is possible that some mtional minorities not persorally exe
Periencing bombing attacks would actuelly welcome them as a prelude to

liberation. Minorities, particularly the Baltiec people and Western Ukrainianc,

SECRET

Approved For Release 2002/08/06 : CIA-RDP79S01011A000500040004-7



g

Approved For Release 2002/08/06 :. CIA-RDP79S0101 1A%)500040004-7
S/
SECRET 17

who formed resistance proups during snd at‘tér World War II, my be inspired,
even thouph personally involved in air abtacks, to try to sabotags the Soviet
war effort. It 18 not likely, however, that strategic bombing alones would
incite minorities to rebel sgainat the 'smiet_rogim’., and pr.o‘oably only
after enemy ground forcee approached or entered the USSR would nationnl re-
sistance pgroups of significamt strength bs organized. In the last war the
repressive agencies of Germany and Jepen prevented subversive action and
similar Soviet organs mmy be equally eoffeotive,

The reaction of verious scoial groups fould probebly correapond
fairly olosely with thé variationt in peacetims morale of swh groups. Many
Party members end groups whose interests are identified with the rogime, such
as "non-Party Bolsheviks,” high government officials, bettor-paid
intellectuals, and the elite among workers and peesants, would probadly show

_oonuidernblo determination to resist the ensmy initially and may maintain
| theiyr morale under continued bombing. Om the other hand the epathy of the
unskilled worker and peasant and soms members of the intelligentsia would
probebly grow more eoute under oontinued dombing, The reection of military
officers in the USSR would probably be similar to that of other privileged
groups, but most enlisted men would be subject to the fears, deterioration

of morale, and eventuil apathy of the average oitizen.
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IV, NATURE AND EFFECTIVENESS OF POSSIBLE SOVIET PROPAGANDA MEASURES TO
COUNTER EFFECTS OF THE ATTACKS

Soviet propaganda would undoubtedly remot to atomic bombings by
alleging that they were inhuman and indiscriminates In World War II
Moscow's propaganda machins devoted much attemtion to alleged atrooities
comnitted by the eneny . '!h;s approach is boing ropeated in the propaganda
treatment of the Korsan war, At the same time, as during the German sdvance
on Moscow in 1941, there may also be considerable silence on the effects of
enemy bombing raids, However, retaliatory raids by the Soviet air forese,
either real or fictional, would undoubtedly be cited to boost morale,

This technique may be sucoessful for a time. However, if adequate
countermsasures to actual bombing ars not taken its effectivensss would
probably decline rapidly., German sttempts to hide the effects of bombing
raids from the people caused oonsiderable dissatisfaction. MOreover, the
Soviet news bleckout on the Germn advance into the USSR was apparently une
sucoessful and accurate war information spread rapidly via the grapevine
through Moscow and the oountryside. This led to a Stalin order early in the
war to deal summarily with "rumor-mongers.” Suoh a phenomenon would be
likely to ocour again if Soviet leaders tried either to blackout or distort
news reports. Evidense that rumor sontinues to operate eff'ectively in the
USSR was provided in 1947 when many Soviet citizens beocame aware of plans to
devaluate the ruble and attempted to translats their savings into goode,

Soviet propaganda may also attempt to bolster the morale of the

Great Russians under air attack by appsaling to nationmal persecution and
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oultural inferiority oc;inploxes which seem %o exist among many of them,
S8ince, howaver, many Soviaet citizens ars skeptiocal of official pronounce-
ments, it i3 likely that the Kremlin's propaganda to ocounterast enemy air
sttacks would be limited in effect. This would be partisularly so when,

a2 was demonstrated in Germany and Japan, offioial reports were at variance

with persopal exporiienoeo
V. CHOICE OF TARGETS

Some Soviet defeotors have indicated that atomio attsck on military
tai‘getl_ would probably have & minimal effeot on popular feeling. Soviet
propaganda would atress destruction of any non-military installations as
was done in World War II and is being dome in the Korean war. However, if
it were clear that those were not the 1ntem_:lod targets then 1t is likely
that there would be no significant resction, There are few irdustrial
oities the destruction of which would greatly anger the average Russian.
During the last war whon the Dnepr Dam, one of the most prized Soviet
developments, was damaged no notisesble inorense of hatred for the Germans
ensusd, There might well be scmewhat greator resentment over bombing of
non-industrial and nonemilitary targete if it ocourred regularly, but
thore 16 no indication that reaction would be decisively any different from

what 1t would be if only selected targsts ware attaoked,
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VI. OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES POSSIBLY AFFECTING SOVIET REACTION

Soviet propagands &t the outbreak of war undoubtedly would stemp the
US as the aggressor, Moscow has charged the US with hostile intentions amd
preparation for aggresaion virtually without interruption aince 1947{' The
trus story of the outbreak of hostilities Probably would be withheld or dis-
torted to depict the Soviet Union as the viotim. It is unlikely thaf Soviet
charges comoerning the initiation of hostilities by the US would have any
appreciable offect on the reaction of the people to bombings, The will to
resist would posaible be strengthened temi:orarﬂy in some ca;es but most of
the population would not be likely to rise from its apathetic state, -
Realization that the USSR was the aggressor or launched the first air attask
would probably evoke no significant reaction from the' Soviet population.

It would result mainly in further increesing popular skepticism toward
offieial pronounqemﬁtao The Kremlin®s repressive agencios ocould be ez~
peoted to keep any hostile reaction of the population under control,

Soviet military suwcesses on land cr atomio bomﬁing of the US would
possibly leasen some of the fear and distress of the Soviet pecple, espsaially
those not directly 1nvolvad’ in air attaoks, The effect, however, would pro-
bably be only temporary and, unless Soviet defenses apainst air etiacks
proved effeotive, would have 1ittle long tem influence on 3oviet momle,
Official Soviet reports of mlitary 8uscesses, even if true, would probably
be aocopbed with some ressrvation by the public and would not greatly affect
publio reactions unless confirmed by rumors and informetion passed by word

of mouthy Ambiguoue reports from the Korean theater, which exagrerate
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Communist successes and minimize or even withhold nem of defeats, have
probably contridbuted to the skepticism of the Russian »publ!e toward their
official news sources. )

The effedt of propagande on the remctions of the Soviet pecple pro-
bably would ... depond largely on the personal experiences and desiree of sach
oitizen, Anmsriean propapganda would probebly be similarly tested by the
Soviet publis, BStatements that the US objective was to eliminate the
Communist regims and deatroy Soviet wer-making potential would be most
offective 1f the results of air attacks and other sotions appeared to con-
firm them, If, howevér, the people expsrienced excessive bombing of eivilian
and non-military targets, US propapanda offorts along this line mipht be
somenhat dlioroditedo '

The widespread disseimination, preferadbly by leaflets, of warnings of
forthcoming atomic attacks and advice én the precautions to be taken would
probably prove effestive in reducing unfavorable resctions of the Soviet
public to US strategic bombing. From charges in the Soviet press that
6ivil defenss measures agrinst atomio attacks are being wsed in the US %o
inoite war hysteria, the Soviet public must bs aware that Am ricans have
determined what 4s the best means of limiting the effects of atomic ex-
plosiona, S.ima the Sovliet public has evidently received little training in
mesting atomic air reids, after the first ones those personmally involved would
probably be aspescially receptive to advice on the precauvtions to be taken.
The Soviet grapevine in all likelihood would make the population of unbombed
areas also receptive to such advice. Warnings of forthooming stéacks would

also probably destroy soms of the notions of Amsrioan brutality and
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ivhumenity etimulated by S8oviet propaganda. ﬁorcoverg, propapranda of Soviet
invineibility and superiority would probably be h?gely disoredited both
by the appesrance of imrning leaflets and subsequent exesution of air raids
or cther aperations on sshedule.

In using warninga. about forthooming attacks ag,ninst‘th.a USSR
mximum effectiveness would probably depend on the prevision with which
predioted operations were carried out. Accuraocy 1s evidently especially
imx.:rofaive to the Soviet population which has learned to qusstion the
truthfulness of officoial statements. German warnings to the Soviet
population in World Wer II apparently were successful because of th'e:lr-

timing and acourasy,
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